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in accordance with Section 46 of the PA 2008
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The Secretary of State
/o Eleanor Church
Case Manager

The Planning Inspectorate
Mational Infrastructure Directorate
Temple Quay House

Temple Quay

Bristol

BS1 6PN

Sent i et S

: o

Date: Wednesday 24 May 2023

Your Reference: EN010142

Dear Eleanor,

Tillbridge Solar — notification under Section 46 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended)

The Secretary of State is hereby notified in accordance with section 46 of the Planning Act 2008 (as
amended) [the “Act”), of Tillbridge Solar Ltd's intention to submit a Development Consent Order
("DCO") application to the Secretary of State to autharise the construction, operation (which includes
maintenance) and decommissioning of the proposed Tillbridge Solar Farm Project (the “SchemeT).
Tillbridge Solar Ltd anticipates making this application towards the end of 2023.

This will follow a period of statutory pre-application consultation carmed out pursuant to section 42,
section 47 and section 48 of the Act, the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedures) Regulations 2009 (the “APFP Regulations"), and the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the “ElA Regulations"). The consultation will
commence on 30 May 2023 and last until 23:59 on 11 July 2023.

summary of the Scheme

The “Scheme is a new solar farm proposal being brought forward by Tillbridge Solar Ltd {company
number 12887594} (the "Applicant”), a joint venture partnership between Tribus Clean Energy and
Canadian Solar. The Scheme comprises two distinct sections, which are “the Principal Site” and “the
Cable Route Corndor” (these are explained in more detail below).

The Scheme is proposed to be located approsamately five kilometres to the east of Gainsborough
and approximately 13 kilometres to the north of Lincoln. The new solar farm is to be located to the
south of Harpswell Lane (AB31), to the west of Middle Street (B1398) and largely to the north of
Kexby Road and to the east of Springthorpe. This will cover an area of approximately 1,400ha and is
located entirely within the administrative area of West Lindsey District Counal. The solar farm wall
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connect to the national grd via underground cables [the Cable Route Cornidor) connecting to the
Mational Gnd Cottam Substation located approsamately 16 kilometres to the south-west of the
Principal Site.

The Scheme comprises a generating station of above &0 megawatts and therefore qualifies as a
Mationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under sections 14(1)(a) and 15(2) the Act . In
accordance with the Act, we are required to make an application for a DCO to get the consent we
need to construct, operate, maintain and decommission the Scheme.

The DCO application (the Application) will be made by the Applicant to the Secretary of State for
Energy Security and Net Zero (the Secretary of State) via the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), who will
appoint an Examining Authority to examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State. After
examination, the Examining Authority will make its recommendation on the Application to the
Secretary of State, who will make the final deasion on whether or not to make a DCO for the
Scheme. The Applicant intends to submit the Application towards the end of 2023,

The Scheme comprises the construction, operation (including maintenance) and decommissioning of
ground mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) panel arrays to generate electricity, a Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) and infrastructure to export and import electricity to the national electricity
transmission network.

The BESS is associated development to ensure that energy can be stored when it is generated and
not demanded. The BESS will have a direct relationship with the solar PV panels and it will support
the operation of this by storing electricity produced dunng times of peak capacity until it needs to be
released. Details of design of the BESS elements, including their power and energy ratings, and their
dimensions and appearance, are currently in development.

Supporting electrical infrastructure on the Prnincipal Site will include up to two substations, operating
at a 400 kilovolt (kV})/33kV voltage. Substations will consist of infrastructure such as transformers
and switchgear and equipment to help fadltate the exportfimport of electricity from/to the Principal
Site toffrom the national grid. A 400 kilovolt (kY] underground cable circuit will be required within
the Principal Site to interconnect the two substations. A security fence will enclose the PV panel
areas of the Principal Site and pole mounted CCTY systems are also likely to be deployed around
the perimeter of the operational areas of the Scheme.

The Principal Site will have four points of access, three located along the A631 Harpswell Lane and
one located on the B1398 Middle Street A series of internal access tracks are also proposed within
the Principal Site to facilitate construction and the operation of the Scheme, including the use of
existing farm tracks and upgrading of surfaces as required.

An indicative site layout plan has been produced to provide an intial indication of the location of
areas for solar PV panels and green infrastructure, including proposed areas for woodland planting,
ecological enhancement and the provision of new and enhanced hedgerows. There are also areas
within the Principal Site where existing woodland and hedgerows will be retained. This plan can be
found as part of the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report, which can be accessed

through the Scheme's website from 30 May 2023 (tillbridgesolar.com/documents-library).
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The Cable Route Corridor will comprise the underground elecirical infrastructure (400 kV cables) to
export and import electricity to and from the national electncity transmission network at National
Gnd's Cottam substation in Mottinghamshire. The length of the cables to connect the Principal Site
to the Mational Grid Cottam Substation is approximately 16 km, and crosses the administrative areas
of West Lindsey District Council and Bassetlaw Distnct Council falling within Lincolnshire and
Mottinghamshire respectfully. The Cable Route Corridor is currently being developed in terms of
construction methods and requirements. This includes details of whether the cable will be placed in
an open trench (which will be refilled and reinstated following completion of cable placement] or
laid using horizontal directional dnlling (HDD} to cross existing infrastructure such as roads, rivers
and railways, the location of jointing bays, temporary storage compounds and access points.

Consultation documents

Section 46 of the Act requires the Applicant to supply the Secretary of State with such information
that it intends to provide to consultees under section 42 of the Act, on or before commencing section
42 consultation. The Applicant hereby supplies the Secretary of State with the same information
that is being supplied to all relevant consultees identified in accordance with section 42 of the Act

The full set of consultation documents (“the consultation materials”) being supplied to the section
47 consultees is listed below. These documents will be available using the following link from the
start of the consultation penod on 30 May 2023 until 23:59 on 11 July 2023
tillbridgesolar.com/documents-library. If the Secretary of State requires the matenial in prnted or
alternative form, please do not hesitate to contact us.

. Statutory consultation leaflet, which is being posted to all addresses within a defined
Primary Consultation Zone (as described in the Statement of Community Consultation (the
“50CC")). This document provides introductory information about the Scheme, the
consultation, and where more detailed information can be found.

. Project information booklet, which provides a more detailed overview of the Scheme,
incleding a summary of some of the potential effects, as explained in the PEl Report.

. Statutory consultation feedback questionnaire, which may be used to provide a response on
the Scheme.

. Exhibition banners, which are being displayed in person at the consultation events (as listed
below);

Maps and plans showing the overall location of the Scheme;

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document;

PEl Report and MTS; and

SoCC, which has been publicised in accordance with section 47 of the Act

The Applicant has included as enclosures with this letter the templates of the letters being sent to
statutory consultees under section 42 of the 2008 Act and a copy of the Applicant's statutory notice
prepared in accordance with section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation £ of the APFP Regulations.
These are:

. Section 42(1)(a) consultee letter - prescribed consultess
. Section 42(1)(a&) consultee letter — Marine Management Organisation
. Section 42(1)(b) consultee letter — local authorties
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. Section 42(1)(d) consultee letter — land interests
. Section 48 — copy of notice confirming that the proposed application has been publicised in
the prescribed manner

A copy of the section 48 notice is also an enclosure to the sechon 42(1)(a), section 42(1)(zaa) and
section 42(1)(b) letters. Inclusion of the notice with these letters meets the Applicant's obligations
under section 48 of the Act, Regulation 4 of the APFP Regulations and Regulation 13 of the ElA
Regulations. An electronic copy of the consultation leaflet is also an enclosure to all of the above
letters. As per our previous correspondence, enclosures of these letters, section 48 notice and
consultation leaflet are provided electronically and can be provided in hard copy (and to the
Secretary of State) if required.

In addrtion to the publication of the consultation matenals as listed above, we will also be holding a
series of public consultation events and online webinars (including a short presentation and live
question and answer session between 30 May 2023 and 11 July 2023 Further details of these
consultation events and webinars can be found in the section 48 notice, which can be found online

(tllbridgesolar com/consyliation] and enclosed.

Responses to this consultation must be received no later than 23:59 on 11 July 2023.

If you have any quenies or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me on
info@tillbridgesolar.com or 0B00 046 9643, Please acknowledge that this notice has been received
as a record of compliance.

We would appreciate if you could confirm receipt of this information in writing as soon as
possible,

Yours sincerely,

Luke Murray
Project Director, Tillbridge Solar Ltd

Enclosed:

Copy of section 42(1)(a) letter (prescribed consultess).

Copy of section 42(1)(aa) letter (Marine Management Organisation).
Copy of section 42{1}(b) letter (local authorities).

Copy of section 42{1)(d) letter (land interests).

Copy of section 48 notice.

Copy of the Consultation Leaflet
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Appendix F-2: Acknowledgement letter from
Planning Inspectorate (25 May 2023)

m The Planning Inspectorate

Mational Infrastructure Planning Customer Services: 0303 444 5000
Temple Quay House e-mail: tillbridgesolarproject
2 The Square {@planningingpectorate gov.uk

Bristol, BS1 6PN

By email only
Your Ref:

Our Ref: END10142
Date: 25 May 2023

Dear Mr Murray

Planning Act 2008 {as amended) — Section 46 and The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 — Regulation 8

Proposed application by Tillbridge Solar Limited for an Order Granting Development
Consent for the Tillbridge Solar Project

Acknowledgement of receipt of information concerning proposed application

Thank you for your letter of 24 May 2023 and the following documentation:

=« Copy of section 42(1)(a) letter (prescribed consultees).

= Copy of section 42(1)(aa) letter (Marine Management Organisation).
= Copy of section 42(1)(b) letter (local authorties).

- Copy of section 42(1)(d) letter (land interests).

= Copy of section 48 notice.

« Copy of the Consultation Leaflet

| acknowledge that you have notified the Planning Inspectorate of the proposed application
for an Order granting development consent for the purposes of section 46 of the Planning
Act 2008 and supplied the information for consultation under section 42. The following
reference number has been given to the proposed application, which | would be grateful if
you would use in subsequent communications:

ENO10142

| also acknowledge nofification in accordance with Regulation 8(1)(b) of the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 that you propose to
provide an environmental statement in respect of the Proposed Development.

| will be your point of contact for this application — contact details are at the top of this
letter.

https://finfrastructure.planninginspectorate, gov.uk ‘ Eg gmleﬁ \
EMPLOYER
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The role of the Planning Inspectorate in the application process is to provide independent
and impartial advice about the procedures involved and to have open discussions with
potential applicants, statutory bodies and others about the processes and requirements of
the regime. It is important that you keep us accurately informed of your timetable and any
changes that occur.

We will publish advice we give to you or other Interested Parties on our website and, if
relevant, direct parties fo you as the Applicant. We are happy to meet at key milestones
and/or provide advice as the case progresses through the Pre-application stage.

Once you have prepared draft documents we are able to provide technical advice, in
particular on the draft Development Consent Order, Explanatory Memorandum, the
Consultation Report and any draft Habitats Regulations Assessment. You may therefore
wish to build this into your timetable.

In the meantime, you may wish to have regard to the guidance and legislation material
provided on our website including the Infrastructure Planning (Fees) Regulations 2010 (as
amended) and associated guidance, which you will need to observe closely in establishing
the cormrect fee to be submitted at the successive stages of the application process.

When seeking to mest your pre-application obligations you should also be aware of your
obligation under the current data protection legislation to process personal data fairly and
lawfully.

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Robert Cook,

Robert Cook
Case Manager

This decision was made by officials on behalf of the Secretary of State under delegated
pPOWETS.

This communication does not constitute legal advice.

Please view our Privacy Notice before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate.

https://finfrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk Iﬁg mleﬂ

EMPLOYER
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